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Synopsis

Few people know of the battle over the Sinai Desert between the Royal Flying Corps and German
airmen, part of Britaind ™s campaign against Turkey in the First World War. Although a smaller
conflict than the Western Front, in some ways it was more dramatic, involving the use of cavalry and
the Arab revolt led by T.E. Lawrence. This fascinating book is based around the experiences of the
authora ™s father, W.E.L. Seward, MC, who was a pilot with No 14 Squadron RFC. lllustrated with
remarkable photographs that have only just come to light, this book provides a unique historical

record.
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Customer Reviews

Desmond Seward is a writer and historian whose best-known book is the top-selling The Monks of

War: The Military Orders. He lives in Berkshire.

An excellent book that grips the reader through first-hand accounts, rare photos, maps and line
illustrations. The book centers around William Eric Louis Seward, an RFC pilot who served in the
Middle East during WWI. WELS (as he is referred to throughout the book) was only able to become
a pilot through great effort as he had medical issues but the times being what they were he made
the extra effort.flew with his fellow pilots under really terrible conditions in machines which were
primitive and, by the standards of the time, already rapidly becoming obsolete. Meanwhile, German

and Austro-Hungarian pilots sent to help the Turks were equipped with machines which were the



cutting edge of aviation technology at that point in the war.Interestingly, the pilots who flew against
each other seemed to have practiced a form of chivalry that was quickly becoming obsolete on the
Western Front. This and observations about Lawrence of Arabia, the pleasures of Cairo, the battles
for Gaza and General Allenby make this not just a valuable resource for aviation history, a great

book for those interested in WWI history, but simply a fun read for anyone.A great book!

great!

i must commend the author on this well balanced account of the forgotten theater of the great war.it
has enspired me to research this area further and more accounts of the action from both sides of

the conflict

great book for those who knew someon who was there. all the more to learn what actually
happened. what more can one say
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